
Welcome home to 

where you are family. 

10:30 A.M. 
MARCH 22, 2020 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Saint Paul’s United Church of Christ (Live Stream) 
 

March 22, 2020                            Fourth Sunday of Lent  10:30 a.m. 

Gathering of the Community 
Prelude Russell Wynn, Jr. 

Welcome     Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 

News from the Pews      

Where Have You Seen God?  The Community 

Sharing Signs of Peace & Welcome 

Time of Centering and Preparation 

*Call to Worship:
     Leader: We find comfort in the one who leads us beside still waters. 
     Family: Still waters refresh our souls. 
     Leader: Though fear and uncertainty surround us. 

Family: We try not to be afraid. 
Leader: For we know God’s presence is around us, showering us with love and mercy. 
All: For the Lord is our Shepherd, and watches over us always. 

*Hymn, no. 292  “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

Proclaiming the Word 
Joys & Concerns of the Family 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
**Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

** May use name/words most familiar to your understanding of God. 

Time for Our Children 

Special Music “Amazing Grace My Chains are Gone”/C. Tomlin 
Nate Reid 



Lectionary                     
     Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 5:8-14     
     *Gospel Lesson:  John 9:1-25 
     Leader:    This is the word of God for all God’s People. 
     All:  Thanks be to God. 
*Response, no. 623                                           “Gloria Patri” 
 
Sermon                                          “Discovering My True North” 
                   Pastor Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

Time of Reflection, no. 366 (refrain):                                                             “I Surrender All” 
“I surrender all, I surrender all.  All to Thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.” 

 
Presentation of Our Gifts 
     Offertory (text (570) 405-9993 to give electronically)      
     *Offertory Response, no. 625                                                                “Doxology” 
     *Offertory Prayer   

 
*Affirmation of Faith (unison): 
We	are	not	alone,	we	live	in	God’s	world.	
We	believe	in	God:	who	has	created	and	is	creating,	who	has	come	in	Jesus,	the	
Word	made	flesh,	to	reconcile	and	make	new,	who	works	in	us	and	others	by	the	
Spirit.		We	trust	in	God.		
We	are	called	to	be	the	Church:		to	celebrate	God’s	presence,	to	live	with	respect	
in	Creation,	to	love	and	serve	others,	to	seek	justice	and	resist	evil,	to	proclaim	
Jesus,	crucified	and	risen,	our	judge	and	our	hope.		In	life,	in	death,	in	life	beyond	
death,	God	is	with	us.		We	are	not	alone.	Thanks	be	to	God.	
 
*Closing Hymn, no. 342                                                          “Just As I Am” 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Benedictory Response, no. 458                                              “Gentle Shepherd” 

“Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us, For we need You, to help us find our way.  
Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us, For we need Your strength from day to day. 

 
*Postlude                        Russell Wynn, Jr. 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 

 

 
 

 

Being the Church in Times Like These 
 

In Romans 12:3b-6 from Eugene Peterson’s “The Message” we find:  
 

“The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what God 
does for us, not by what we are and what we do for God. 
In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning 
from the body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re talking about is 
Christ’s body of chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of 
his body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would 
we? Since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously 
functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be what we were made to be, 
without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be 
something we aren’t.” 

 

In a time when we may ask ourselves ‘how now?’ can we be this body?  How can you be 
the church in times of “social distancing” and separation?  How can we maintain a sense of 
community?  The understand Paul issues in this text could be confusing.  
 

So, I want to share a few things with you, first and foremost, I am blessed to be surrounded 
by such an amazing team of staff and volunteers who are working diligently in these days to 
ensure ways we can all be connected and be reminded of our connectedness.   And while 
we have many options to try, we know some will work and some may not, but not trying 
different ideas is not an option.  We know that God created us to be people of community 
with the need for one another.  We know that we are also people of grace, called to respect 
one another’s thoughts and ideas on how we gather, how we be church, how we live into a 
time none of us have experienced before. 
 

So, I ask for your grace for myself and for one another as we seek ways to best be the 
church in this time of uncertainty.  May we remember who we are and whose we are.  May 
we remember we are beloved children of an amazing God covered in God’s truly amazing 
grace and may we share that grace with one another, especially now.   
 

So, in this week’s “Post.” You will find ways we are offering to be church in the midst of this 
time.  Thank you for being Saint Paul’s saints and sinners.  Together we are the body of 
Christ.   

Peace, Pastor Tim 



 
 

A Note from Russ Wynn, Jr., Minister of Music 
 
As we enter into our new normal, we are going to strive to keep as much "normalcy" in our 
worship as possible...for as long as possible! Pastor Tim and the Leadership Team are 
exploring ways to make our worship together online as meaningful and relevant as possible.  
I think it's important in these days of isolation to make sure we stay connected, have a sense 
of caring for each other and those around us. I don't think it is a coincidence that this is all 
happening in the Lenten season...a time for pulling back and becoming a little more 
introspective.  A time to set aside time to look into our hearts and find what it is that Christ's 
love and grace means to each of us.  So, in this season, I hope that you find ways around 
the panic and fear to realize that we can rest in Him, and the grace, peace, and love He 
provides. 
 

We will continue to have online worship...and will try to keep them as much like our regular 
worship as possible. Of course, we will NOT be meeting at 9:00 for choir rehearsal, (I haven't 
figured out how to make that happen online!), and there will be no choir during worship. But 
several of you have said you would be willing to come in and offer special music. If you are 
comfortable doing that, please respond to me (570) 490-5897 or russw63@yahoo.com, so 
that I may set up a schedule.  
 

Again...I know not everyone's comfort level will allow you to do that...and that's ok! First and 
foremost is your health, and the health of those around you. I would encourage you all to 
tune in on Sunday mornings so we can "virtually" worship together (as you are able). 
 

This is such a new venture for all of us! Please know that you are all in my prayers, and I 
would encourage you to keep each other in your prayers daily as we find our way through 
this storm...But keeping our eyes firmly on the one who calms the storms. Know that we will 
be back together as soon as it is safe to do so! 
 

   Praising Him in the storm, 
   Russ 
 

Music Events to be Rescheduled 
 

We are sad to be missing planned concerts like Re-Creation scheduled for this Sunday 
evening, however we look forward to Re-Creation and other great concerts being offered 
here once we are able to return to in-person gatherings.  Stay tuned! 

Mission News 
 

Pantry re-Stock:  Our pantry continues to help those in need in the community.  Our hope 
is that we will be able to provide help to any who made need it, especially during this time of 
uncertainty.  If you are able to help keep the pantry stocked, please feel free to either drop 
items off during office hours (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) or contact 
the church office to have items picked up.   
 
Helpful items to have in our pantry from Feeding America‘s wish list: “What food pantries—
and your neighbors in need—can really put to good use.” 

1. Applesauce  
2. Canned Beans 
3. Canned Chicken, Tuna, Salmon, Ham, Spam 
6. Canned Vegetables & fruits 
7. Cooking Oils  
8. Crackers 
11. Granola Bars 
12. Instant Mashed & Scalloped potatoes 
13. Meals in a Box e.g. Hamburger & Tuna Helper 
14. Nuts 
15. Elbow macaroni & spaghetti 
16. Peanut Butter & jellies, jams 
17. Instant Rice 
18. Shelf-stable and Powdered Milk 
19. Chunky Soup, Stews and Chili 
20. Breakfast Cereal 
21. Spaghetti sauce 
22. Frozen ground beef, turkey or chicken 
23. Cleaning Supplies, Laundry Detergent, & Paper Products 

 
This is not an exhaustive list, however we hope this will be helpful in giving you some ideas.   
 
Fresh Express 
 

Our current plan is to continue Fresh Express and implement 
precautions in procedure to keep everyone safe.  We are 
averaging 65 families being served through this program monthly 
and feel it is an 
absolute need in the 
community.  Our next 
Fresh Express Food 

Distribution is scheduled for Thursday, April 9.  
Please consider how you may help us in 
continuing to serve the community.   



Christian Education News, Staying Connected 
 
While events like the Pizza and Bowling or the Lock-In are being postponed there remain 
ways to be connected.   
 
Children’s Saturday evening’s with Pastor Tim:  A 6 p.m. Saturday evening Children’s 
Church Event.  This event will take place via Zoom!  To register and get Conference Call 
information, email Pastor Tim.  This will be a mini Sunday School / Children’s Sermon / 
Children’s Sermon event.  Materials will be emailed out or may be printed and delivered so 
all children wishing to participate may do so.   
 
Sunday’s with Dave:  Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. a Zoom Conference Call option will be 
available for all who wish to participate in Sunday’s with Dave Sunday School Class.  If you 
are interested in participating in this group, want more information on how to participate in 
this group, please contact Dave Reid (570) 850-7343.  All are welcome!   
 
Confirmation class moves online:  Pastor Tim will be conducting Confirmation classes on 
Sunday evenings beginning at 6 p.m..  The class will take place via Zoom Conference Call 
feature and we will begin moving through our study guide with “Holy Envy.”   
 
Monday Morning Preacher: 10:30 to 11:45 a.m., you guessed it, on a Zoom conference 
call.  It’s a time to discuss Sunday’s texts and scripture.   No Biblical degree or background 
needed, just a desire to gather and discuss as you feel comfortable, so grab your coffee and 
join in.  You may contact Pastor Tim to participate in this event.  pastortim@spuccwm.org  
 

Midweek Table Talk:  A weekly Wednesday gathering 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. online via Zoom.  
Have your dinner and join us.  This group is currently discussing “The Grace of Les 
Miserable” and is facilitated by Pastor Tim.  To get a copy of the book delivered or learn how 
to log on for a Zoom Conference Call, contact Pastor Tim pastortim@spuccwm.org  
 
Coming Summer 2020:  Just because it’s Summer doesn’t mean the opportunities stop.  A 
one room Sunday School option for all ages is being explored for Summer.  Stay tuned to 
learn more. 
 

We Can Help So You Can Attend Any or All Events 
 

If you are not tech savvy or have concerns about how to connect to these events.  Please 
reach out and let us know and we can work together to find the easiest most productive way 
to join in on these events.   
 

Zoom Conferencing is like Skype for businesses (or churches) and can be accessed both 
via video or audio only.  It’s easy to log or dial in and we have people available to help 
during a test run if you would like to try it.  Contact the church office (570) 568-1433 or 

Pastor Tim pastortim@spuccwm.org for help to get this set up. 

 General Church News 
 
Upcoming events to be scheduled: 
 

All Church Annual Meeting and Potluck, New Members Sundays, Baptisms and an entire 
slate of activities are coming up.  Stay tuned and stay in touch!  Together we create a 
beautiful body of Christ. 
 
Pocket Change:  Please continue to collect your loose change to help make a difference.  
Loose pocket change for One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) will be collected when we 
return to our regular weekly gathering.  If you took a box great, if you did not and would like 
to still collect change for our OGS offering we accept zip lock bags and coffee cans alike.  
All money will then be sent on to the National UCC office to help those in need, from natural 
disasters.  100% of the donations shared will be used to provide supplies and much needed 
help.  Your loose change helps make a difference and helps us be the church.  
 

This week @ Saint Paul’s:   

 Mon., March 23  10:30 a.m. Bible Study via Zoom 
 

 Tue., March 24 Happy Birthday, Chris Arnold 
    Happy Birthday, Heath Hansum 
    10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Church Office Open  
 

 Wed., March 25 Happy Birthday, Bo Gill 
    Happy Birthday, Christy Gower 
    10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Church Office Open  

6:30 p.m. – Midweek Musings and Theology via Zoom 
 

 Thur., March 26  Happy Birthday, Doug Kister 
    10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Church Office Open 

 

Fri., March 27  Happy Birthday, Brigid Hagen 
 

Sat., March 28  6 p.m. – Children’s Time with Pastor Tim via Zoom 
       

 Sun., March 29  Helen Louise and Dudley Vincent 
    9:15 a.m. Dave and Friends via Zoom 
    10:30 a.m. Worship via Facebook Live 
    6 p.m. – Conformation 
 

Upcoming Birthdays: 
 

Mar. 31 – Jane Rowe  Apr. 13 – Chip Palazzo 
Apr. 16 – Elias Franciscus Apr. 23 – Sarah Franciscus 
Apr. 26 – Linda Beaver  Apr. 26 – Lori Bennett 
Apr. 30 – Chris Phillips 
 

Upcoming Anniversaries:  
 

Apr. 3 – Ray & Dottie Leeser 
 



 

Would you join us in prayer for: 
 

Gail Ernest   Nancy Everett   
Jimmy Fisher   Terry Fisher   
“Sonny” Fisher  Fred Greenawalt  
Harold Keiser, Jr.   Tom Lanks  
Daiana Love   Katie Mahon    
Maryann Palazzo  Eric Powell   
Amy Snider   Carol Snyder   
Jim Swan   Josh Velner   George Zeyn, Jr.   
 
If you would like someone added to the prayer list you may either update via Facebook Live 
during the service or link to our new members only Prayers and God Moments Facebook 
page which may be linked from our regular Facebook page.  If you are following the service 
at home, not online and received a worship packet, you may return a prayer card in the 
enclosed envelope with your offering or contact the church office.  (570) 568-1433 
 
Stewardship News   
 

Time and talents:  To all who create and be community and the church, our special thanks: 
 

Next Week (March 22, 2020):  
Sermon: “You Got the Look” 
Texts: Ephesians 5:8-24; John 9:1-41 
Assisting in Worship: Nate Reid 
Tech Team:  Floyd Merritt and Chip Palazzo 
Flower / Plant Sponsor: Available         
  
Gifts & Offerings for Sunday, March 1: 
Attendance:    46   Plate Giving:   $2,011 
Facebook Views:      506   Online Giving:   $   135 
Avg. Att. YTD:              98   K2K/Music Giving:  $   110 
      Total Weekly Offering  $2,256 
 

Text & Online Giving:  You may give electronically from the convenience of your phone, 
via text, or the Easy Tithe app.  Text (570) 405-9993 with just the dollar amount, you will 
receive a one-time set up option to text your donation.   The app is secure and easy to use. 
 
Offering Envelopes:  All monies received will be placed in our Operating Budget, which 
includes Missions / Benevolence Funds.  10% of all income will be used for Missions and 
Benevolence. If wish an additional specific designation for your giving please indicate it on 
your envelope. 
 
 

Saint Paul’s UCC Leadership Team 
 

Pastor                                                 Timothy Hogan-Palazzo 
 

Church Administrator                          Geri Neese 
 

Minister of Music / Organist                        Russell Wynn, Jr. 
 

Assistant Minister of Music / Assistant Organist                                       Crystal Reid 
 

Assistant Accompanist           Michael Haven 
 

Nursery Attendant / Children’s Church                Sarah Franciscus 
 

Children & Youth Leaders             Scott & Colleen Franciscus 
 

Sexton                                            Steve Brown 
 

Financial Secretary               Dianne Covert 
 

Treasurer                                    Amy Snider 
 

Director of Music Emeritus                             Gene Gilliom  
 

Consistory 
Sharon Klose(‘21) – President/Deacon  Ken Bennett (‘20)– Vice President/Trustee 
Merle Kay Englehart (‘21)- Deacon  Brent Sample (‘21) – Trustee  
Polly Barrall (‘20) – Deacon   Brad Gill (‘22) – Trustee 
Earl Fisher (’20) – Deacon   Floyd Merritt (’22) – Deacon 
Colleen Franciscus )’22) - Deacon  Amy Rearick (’22) – Deacon  
Drew Faust (‘22) – Trustee      

 

Contact Information 
Church Address:    433 High Street, W. Milton, PA 17886 
Church Office Contact:   570-568-1433 / Admin@spuccwm.org  
Pastoral Emergencies – Pastor Tim cell:   570-975-9536     
Pastor’s Email:     PastorTim@spuccwm.org     
Be sure to follow us on Facebook!     And online at: http://www.spuccwm.org 
 

CCLI  11376236 / CSPL126882 
 

 
Thank you for visiting us.  Whether this is your first time here, or you have been with us for 
a while, know this: we are glad you have chosen to worship with us this day.   


